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Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant that we might hear how 
they might speak to us and inspire us today. Amen. 
 
 In today’s text, the disciples of Jesus are marveling at the grandeur of the 

temple’s appearance. King Herod the Great covered the entire face of the temple with 

gold when had built it so that it would appear to glisten in the sunlight. It is said that the 

experience of walking up to it and seeing it was nearly blinding. It must have been a 

breathtaking sight to behold. The sight of it would take anyone’s attention away from 

anything else, at least for a moment or two. It was not only blinding, it was enormous 

and was meant somehow I suppose to impress God, or if not God at least intimidate 

Herod’s enemies or competitors or opponents.  

 This temple was actually an expansion of the second temple. The first had been 

built by King David’s son Solomon. It had been destroyed by the Babylonian king 

Nebuchadnezzar in 586BC. After the Israelites were released from captivity in Babylon, 

a new temple had been built in Jerusalem by Zerubbabel and Joshua. Centuries of wear 

and erosion had taken a toll on the second temple before Herod the Great took on the 

project of restoring and expanding it. Given that history, that surely the disciples knew, 

they should not have been surprised when Jesus told them that it would not stand for 

much longer. It had been destroyed by enemies before, what would stop enemies from 

destroying it again? 

 Why are we so devastated when buildings, especially grand buildings or 

buildings in which we have built memories, are changed or destroyed? They are not the 

things that really have meaning for us, are they? When my parents sold the house that I 
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grew up in, it felt like the world stopped turning for a minute. I had so many life stories 

tucked away in that house. I didn’t want anyone else to have them. When I told my 

mother that, she set me straight. She said, “Kim, you know that what really counts are 

the people who were there, not the place where you were or they were.”  

 There was much grief over the recent defacing and removal of the monuments 

that had long stood in Richmond and other cities that were significant at the time of the 

War Between the States. My mother was right about the value of relationships over 

buildings or statues  or even material artifacts. But still, the loss of something or 

someplace affects us all emotionally. In the case of the temple in Jerusalem, for the 

disciples and the people of first century Israel it represented so much of their cultural 

history; and it was a testament to the human intelligence required to design and build it, 

the strength of the community that inhabited it, the power of the nation that God had 

assembled and an enormous depth of gratitude to God for all of those gifts and more. 

What could cause it to crumble except the violence of war?  

 It must have been so confusing for them. They had come to believe that they 

were following the Messiah, their savior, the one who had come to redeem them all. 

They thought he would bring everlasting peace for Israel in their lifetime. He certainly 

instilled in them a sense of inner peace just being with him, just knowing him. 

 I think what Jesus said next to them was not said to discourage or frighten them. 

I think he believed that they truly loved and trusted Him. Don’t we all want our leaders 

just to tell us the truth? When we hear the truth, we can look around at the resources we 

have. We can better plan to use them if we know we will need them. If you know an 



3 
Proper 28, Luke 21:5-19 
Rev. Kimberly Glenn 
November 16, 2025 
 
 
earthquake is predicted, you prepare for the possibility by shoring up the foundation of 

your house and putting together a kit that will sustain you for days when you have no 

access to power or water. When there is a threat of war, don’t we all remember the 

news reels of World War II that showed people running toward the bomb shelters in 

Europe? 

 Jesus told the disciples not to be terrified, that violence and natural disasters are 

part of living in this world. But, he told them, these life disruptions represent opportunity. 

He told them that in times such as these they would have the opportunity to testify. Now 

that doesn’t mean he was asking them to become reporters to write human interest 

stories, stories that would reveal the depth of people’s suffering. He was asking them to 

testify to the thing that they had that helped them hold steady and survive the challenge. 

He was asking them to testify to the strength and courage and compassion that came 

through their faith in God and in Him. 

 The suffering we face in this life is real, and it cannot be avoided. Into each life 

some rain must fall. You might remember that poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 

The last verse reads, 

Be still, sad heart! and cease repining; 

Behind the clouds is the sun still shining; 

Thy fate is the common fate of all, 

Into each life some rain must fall, 

Some days must be dark and dreary. 
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 Indeed, likely many of you today feel like this gospel reading today speaks right 

into what is going on in our world right now. How many of you have thought of this time 

as an opportunity to testify to the faith and hope you have in God or in Christ? Are some 

of you tempted to believe that this time is a sign that the end is coming? I remember in 

the early 80’s, I was working in my first job after college. I found myself as one of three 

women in management at a carpet factory for Burlington Industries in Glasgow, Virginia. 

Glasgow was a small rural town and there were a lot of people who worked there who 

were southern Baptists and the head of the plant was a nice man but he was deeply 

involved in an evangelical church. He really believed that we were entering 

Armageddon. He was sure of it.  

Well, we are still here just like Jesus said. As Jesus said in the gospel for today, 

“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, 

and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs 

from heaven.” He warned the disciples, and I believe that warning is still valid, not to 

listen to people who say they know the day and time when the end will come. I feel 

sorry for people who waste their God given gift of time to try to decipher when the end 

will come. There is so much to enjoy in this life. Even amidst hard times there are 

glimmers of joy and opportunities to love one another and even to laugh. It might be 

hard to recall in our most difficult moments, but even in dark times our faith gives us 

confidence that light will come again.  

Jesu says, “By your endurance you will gain your souls.” Not by your brilliance. 

 Not by your strength. Not by your magnificent buildings or monuments. You will gain 
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your souls by staying faithful. 

 By showing up. By trusting that God is with you even when institutions around you are 

crumbling. Choose love instead of fear. Hold on when others give up. Choose to 

endure, by staying anchored in God’s love no matter what storms come. 

Faithful people who trust that love is stronger than anything that crumbles are 

living witnesses. They are the testimony that God’s love is stronger than death.  

So when our own temples fall — whenever our daily routines, our plans, our old 

certainties, and our sense of control falls apart — we do not need to fear. We endure 

because we know Christ stands with us. Christ holds us up and following Him, He will 

lead us through this very chaotic world into a kingdom that can never be torn down. 

Amen. 

 


